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Creating important products and services which fit the material and spiritual needs of people, forming all civil
and proper activities of people applicatively and being the main sources of their general needs, social spheres are
the key factors of economical growth. As social spheres are intensely related to human factors, the sustainability
of human development is a key condition in this context. The multiple challenges in human life, the protection of
the minimum life standards, meet the increasing demands via affordable ways and other related issues require to
form a proper social system. The article concerns about the social spheres, their present situation and demographic
changes in Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic living blockade.
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Introduction

Nowadays, many strategies and concepts have
been specified, state programs have been adopted to
ensure economic and social development and
implement vital state projects in Azerbaijan. In fact,
these strategies and concepts, decrees and orders are the
main methods of legal regulation in the effective
implementation of ongoing programs.

In terms of economic and social development
structures, by looking at the main features of the
regions of our country, it should be noted that
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic is very important in
this regard. Because the Nakhchivan Autonomous
Republic is considered one of the most important
economic regions of our country, both economically

and geographically. It should also be noted that the
processes taking place in the autonomous republic
differ from other economic regions in that it has been
under blockade for many years as a result of the
Armenian aggression and lives in difficult economic
and social conditions. However, in the face of all the
existing complex conditions and difficult processes, the
autonomous republic has determined an effective
course of socio-economic policy and formed a
governance structure.

The main part

Studies show that Nakhchivan Autonomous
Republic, like other regions of Azerbaijan, achieved
great success in the economic spheres in the 70s and
80s. Economic potential was discovered in
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Nakhchivan, regular inclusion of a range of natural
resources in the production turnover has laid the
foundation for the creation of new industrial enterprises
and the integrated development of industry. The new
opportunities created favorable conditions for the wider
development of productive forces in the autonomous
republic, as well as the realized the possibility of
attracting its rich natural resources to manufacture
turnover [1, s 94].

The main social spheres in the Autonomous
Republic are its science and education, health, sports,
culture, housing and communal services, social
insurance and social protection, as well as trade and
tourism industry. The current status of these areas,
ongoing processes, emerging problems, are the main
criteria that determine the social development
dynamics in the autonomous republic. It should be
noted that the role of the government in achieving
social development and proper regulation is
irreplaceable. The state ensures the comprehensive
development of the socially oriented economy through
the established methods of regulation. “State regulation
of social development combines with the state the
management of objective mechanisms that meet the
needs of the population. Before regulating social
development, it is important to know the essence of
social objects, to analyze the economic and social
processes that reflect their formed regularities and
determine their future dynamics [2, s 27]. The timely
examination of these processes and the identification of
necessary problems are the main objectives of the
state's economic and social policy.

On the other hand, country groups are at different
stages of demographic transition, in line with the
difference in development levels. While today's
developed countries have completed their demographic
transition, it is possible to say that developing countries
have advanced significantly. The least developed
countries have just started the demographic transition.
In this case, developing countries and least developed
countries will continue to see significant changes in
population structures in the coming period [8].

It should be noted that Nakhchivan has a wide
legal framework and government support for the
development of social spheres. All measures and state
programs related to regional socio-economic
development in our country have also been adopted in
the autonomous republic and works are being carried
out in accordance with these programs continuously.

First of all, let's look at the structure of some of the
programs adopted by the orders of the Chairman of the
Supreme Assembly of the Autonomous Republic in
various fields:

1. Regional Development Program of Nakhchivan
Autonomous Republic (2005-2008)

2. State Program on socio-economic development
of Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic for 2009-2013
years

3. State Program on socio-economic development
of Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic for 2014-2018
years

4. Order of the Chairman of the Supreme
Assembly (Ali Majlis) of Nakhchivan Autonomous

Republic on “Additional measures related to the
organization of e-learning in educational institutions of
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic.

5. State Program on Education and Rehabilitation
of Children with Impaired Health in Nakhchivan
Autonomous Republic in 2016-2020 years

6. State Program on increasing employment in the
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic in 2016-2020

7. Action Plan on formation of electronic payment
area and increase of non-cash settlements in
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic (2013-2015)

8. State Program on Strengthening Social
Protection of Elderly People in Nakhchivan
Autonomous Republic

9. On the prevention of interference that hinders
the development of entrepreneurship, etc.

These programs have created significant
opportunities to increase the efficiency of the socio-
economic environment in the autonomous republic, to
solve problems in certain areas.

There is a wide range of material and technical
base for education formed in Nakhchivan AR. Both
primary and higher education are well-established, and
the protection of identified interests in education is
carried out by important vocational and educational
institutions. The education system in Nakhchivan
consists of universities, vocational schools and
secondary schools. Universities and special vocational
schools can be found in Nakhchivan, and secondary
schools can be found both in Nakhchivan and other
regions.

Nakhchivan  State  University, Nakhchivan
Teachers' Institute and Nakhchivan University are the
main universities of the autonomous republic.
Hundreds of students from the autonomous republic,
other cities and regions, as well as foreign countries
study at these universities. The educational base of the
universities is located in newly renovated buildings at a
high level and organized in accordance with
international standards. Staff graduated from foreign
and local universities teach here, many doctors of
sciences, professors, candidates of sciences and
associate professors are among them.

Universities have rich libraries, the latest modern
technological equipments, large auditoriums and gyms.
Universities have also established various levels of
relations with other universities in neighboring and
European countries.

The main special colleges of the autonomous
republic are Nakhchivan Medical College, Nakhchivan
Music College, Nakhchivan State Technical College
and the Military Lyceum named after Heydar Aliyev,
which play very important role in the training of
personnel in relevant fields.

In addition to these indicators in education, many
works have been carried out to attract people who are
with poor access to education in recent years. Thus, as
a result of the implementation of "State Program on
Involvement Children with Impaired Health in
Education in Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic", the
involvement of people with physical and mental
disabilities, in education has become systemic and
comprehensive opportunities have been created for
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them. At the same time, Distance Education Center has
been established to provide education for children with
disabilities who are unable to attend classes. All the
necessary issues mentioned in the state program for
2016-2020 in a similar area will be kept in the center of
attention.

Health care is one of the most important and
considered areas of the social sphere in the
Autonomous Republic. Compared to previous years, it
can be said that important measures have been taken in
the health system in recent years and the health
infrastructure has been updated. At present, there are no
traces of old medical centers here. There are a lot of
hospitals, dispensaries and outpatient hospitals both in
the city of Nakhchivan and in the regions. In addition,
there are also natural treatment facilities here. The most
important of them are Daridag Balneological Center,
Duzdag Physiotherapy Center and Badamli
Physiotherapy Hospital, which annually receive a large
number of people from other regions and cities of the
country, as well as from abroad for treatment.

Studies show that the Nakhchivan Autonomous
Republic, which is an integral part of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, has its own characteristics of demographic
development. According to the first national census
conducted in the independent Republic of Azerbaijan
on January 27, 1999, the number of people living here
was 354.1 thousand. 95.1 thousand people or 26.9% of
them settled in urban areas, while 259.0 thousand
people or 73.1% in rural areas. During that period,
174.5 thousand people or 49.3% of the population of
the autonomous republic were men, 179.6 thousand
people or 50.7% were women. According to statistics
as of January 1, 2020, the population of the Nakhchivan
Autonomous Republic was 459.6 thousand people.
According to statistics as of January 01, 2020, the
population of Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic was
459.6 thousand people. 135.6 thousand people or
29.5% of them live in urban areas, 324.0 thousand
people or 70.5% live in rural areas. 229.6 thousand
people or 50.0% of the population are men, 230.0
thousand people or 50.0% are women.

Table 1

Population and gender distribution in the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic
(thousand at the beginning of the year)

Number including for the entire including for the entire

of population, % population, %
Years | population

(in urban rural urban rural males females males females

thoush.)

1999 354,1 951 259,0 26,9 731 1745 1796 49,3 50,7
2000 358,8 96,2 262,6 26,8 73,2 1770 1818 49,3 50,7
2001 363,1 97,1 266,0 26,7 73,3 1792 1839 494 50,6
2002 366,9 97,8 269,1 26,7 73,3 181,1 185,8 494 50,6
2003 3704 98,9 2715 26,7 73,3 1816 188,8 49,0 51,0
2004 3739 110,1 263,8 294 70,6 186,0 1879 49,7 50,3
2005 3778 1109 266,9 294 70,6 187,3 1905 49,6 50,4
2006 382,1 1116 2705 29,2 70,8 189,7 1924 49,6 50,4
2007 386,0 1123 2737 29,1 70,9 1917 194,3 49,7 50,3
2008 3918 1142 2776 29,1 70,9 193,0 198,8 49,3 50,7
2009 3973 1154 2819 29,0 71,0 197,8 1995 498 50,2
2010 4024 116,7 285,7 29,0 71,0 200,0 2024 49,7 50,3
2011 4101 1195 290,6 29,1 70,9 204,2 205,9 49,8 50,2
2012 4185 121,7 296,8 29,1 70,9 208,2 210,3 49,7 50,3
2013 4272 1239 303,3 29,0 71,0 2125 214,7 49,7 50,3
2014 435,3 127,2 308,1 29,2 70,8 216,7 218,6 49,8 50,2
2015 439,8 128,2 3116 29,1 70,9 219,1 220,7 49,8 50,2
2016 444 4 131,0 3134 29,5 70,5 2216 2228 49,9 50,1
2017 4491 1324 316,7 29,5 70,5 2241 225,0 49,9 50,1
2018 4528 133,6 319,2 29,5 70,5 226,0 226,8 49,9 50,1
2019 456,1 1345 3216 29,5 70,5 2217 2284 49,9 50,1
2020 459,6 135,6 324,0 29,5 70,5 229,6 230,0 50,0 50,0

Note: Materials of the Statistical Committee of Nakhchivan AR

As can be seen from the table above, the number
and structure of the population in the Nakhchivan
Autonomous Republic did not remain stable and
changed in different forms and directions at different
stages of historical development as a result of
demographic, socio-economic, national-cultural and
other factors. Sustainable development covering all
sectors of the economy in the Autonomous Republic, as
well as comprehensive development of social spheres

and health care system, creation of new jobs, increase
of employment, poverty reduction and successful
implementation of other socio-economic measures
have resulted in positive changes in the dynamics of
population. Thus, in 1999-2020, the population of the
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic increased by 105.5
thousand people or 29.8% from 354.1 thousand to
459.6 thousand people, including the urban population
of 40.5 thousand people or 42.6% increase from 95.1
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thousand to 135.6 thousand people, and the rural
population increased by 65 thousand people or 25.1%
from 259.0 thousand to 324.0 thousand people, as well
as the number of men 55.1 thousand people and or
31.6% from 174.5 thousand to 229.6 thousand, and the
number of women increased by 50.4 thousand or 28.1%
from 179.6 thousand to 230.0 thousand.

The increase in population in each region means
the expansion of employment opportunities in that area.
The level of employment of the population, first of all,
shows the level of participation of all or part of the able-
bodied population in social production, and secondly,
the level of participation of the population belonging to
different classes and social groups in public activity.
The involvement of the population in any activity that
does not violate the laws of the country is related to
meeting their personal and public needs and, as a rule,it
is profitable, livelihood and an important condition of
social welfare [6, p 27].

"State Program on Increasing Employment in the
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic in 2016-2020"
plans to create favorable conditions for ensuring
effective employment in the years envisaged as a
continuation of the social policy of previous years. The
program is aimed at creating favorable opportunities
for job seekers, ensuring the adequacy of the workforce
and the labor market, assessing the current state of
supply and demand in the market, etc. Looking at the
indicators of previous years, we can show that as a
result of measures taken to increase employment in
2014-2015, "6364 new job places were created,
analysis was conducted to determine supply and
demand in the labor market, 5537 job seekers were
provided with job vacancies, 627 people were sent to
public works, 7595 people were involved in vocational
courses organized for job seekers in accordance with
the requirements of the labor market. Employment of
socially vulnerable groups was also taken into account,
158 people were sent to quota places, 171 people with
disabilities were sent to suitable jobs, 161 people with
disabilities were involved in vocational courses. A
number of social projects have been implemented to
ensure women's self-employment [4].

Implementation of social policy in the
Autonomous Republic at the level of modern

requirements is ultimately a key criterion in the
efficient use of funds, increasing business activity,
improving the comprehensive provision of various
groups, ensuring economic recovery and strengthening
demographic potential.

Conclusion

- Social policy and demographic development are
closely linked. Strengthening social protection has a
positive effect on population growth over the years.

- The fact that people are engaged in any labor
activity that does not contradict the law is a key factor
in improving their well-being.

- Many programs in the social sphere have been
adopted in Nakhchivan, which indicates that these areas
are under state control.

- The steady growth of the population over the
years is seen in parallel with the implementation of
social programs
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OKOHOMHYCCKHX OTHOmeHHﬁ,

BO3MOYKHOCTEH M PUCKOB IS SKOHOMUYECKHUX ar€HTOB, IIOJIMTHKH [TPABUTEIILCTBA, HAIPABICHHON HA aqanTaIluio
Ou3Heca u O0IIECTBA K HOBBIM YCIIOBHSIM DKOHOMHYECKOTO PA3BUTHS C YUETOM ITAHAEMHUYECKUX IIOKOB. ABTOP
MPUXOIHNT K BEIBOITY O TOM, UTO B YCIIOBUSAX COBPEMEHHBIX BEI30BOB YKOHOMHUYECKOMY Pa3BUTHIO, 00YCIIOBICHHBIX
muppoBoil  TpaHCPOpManued SKoHOMUYeCKuX oOTHomreHWi wu mnaHmemuerr COVID-19, mnapanmsoBaBmieit
9KOHOMHKY BO MHOTHX CTpPaHaX MHpA, YCIICIIHBIA BBIXO0] HAIIHOHAIBHBIX YKOHOMHK U3 IIIOKOBOTO COCTOSIHUS BO
MHOT'OM OIIPENENACTCS YCHWIMAMHU W aleKBaTHOW MOJWTUKON TOCYylapcTBa, a TAaKKE CKOPOCTHIO MPUHSTHUS
peLIeHUH.
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